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WE ALL REMEMBER
THAT DAY.

THE UNCERTAINTY.
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IN THAT MOMENT,
EVERYTHING WE’D COME TO
UNDERSTAND ABOUT THIS

PLANET CHANGED.

o

WE LEARNED WE
WERE STILL SHARING
EARTH WITH FORCES

WE DO NOT
UNDERSTAND.
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BUT IT°S NEVER
HELPED US EITHER.
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NEAR MOUNT MONOLITH.

YUKON TERRITORY, CANADA.

OUTSIDE OF A FEW
CYCLICAL FLUCTUATIONS,
IT DOES NOT FADE,
FALTER, OR CHANGE.

IT DEFIES THE
CLASSIFICATION OF THE
|  WORLD’S MOST BRILLIANT
SCIENTISTS, METEROLOGISTS,
ASTROPHYSICISTS, DESPITE
THEIR EAGER STUDY.

IT IS NOT A WEAPON,
IT GIVES NO FUEL, AND
YIELDS NO TREASURE.

IT KEEPS
ITS SECRETS.
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IT ASKS US SIMPLY
T0 CO-EXIST, BUT
NOT UNDERSTAND.




WE ARE SEEKERS,
AS A SPECIES, AND
WHAT WE SEEK 1S
KNOWLEDGE AND
COMMUNITY.
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THERE WERE INDEED,
MORE THINGS IN HEAVEN
AND EARTH THAN WE
HAD DREAMT OF IN
OUR PHILOSOPHY.
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IN THE LIGHT OF THE
PHENOMENON FORMED PHENOMENON
CITY, HOME TO RESEARCHERS, UNIVERSITIES,
PILGRIMS, ENTREPRENEURS, AND THE LIKE.
THE PHENOMENON’S REAL GIFT? REMINDING US

WE ARE BUT ONE OF THE UNNERSE'S SMALL |

| MYSTERIES, AND THAT THERE IS STILL S0
\ MUCH BEYOND OUR UNDERSTANDING.
= WHAT BETTER GIFT
TO OUR SPECIES, WHEN

\ WE THOUGHT ALL

- WAS DISCOVERED?

e AND THE PHENOMENON |
A GIVES [T IN SPADES.
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DESPITE HUNDREDS OF

BRILLIANT MINDS, THOUSANDS
OF HOURS, AND MILLIONS OF
DOLLARS IN RESEARCH, WE ARE NO
CLOSER TO UNDERSTANDING THE
PHENOMENON TODAY THAN WE
WERE WHEN IT FIRST APPEARED. |

BUT LET’S MEET
THE FOLKS WHO
ARE TRYING!
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS
EOIN DONNELLY OF THE
FIRST UNIVERSITY.
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ONE OF THE PHENOMENON’S
FIRST RESPONDERS, PROFESSOR
DONNELLY IS NOW ONE OF THE
, CITY’S TOP DONORS AND MOST
J RESPECTED MINDS.

(A PERSONAL TIP FROM
THE TOURISM BOARD--
THERR CAF 1S FAMOUS FOR
IT’S DELICIOUS PHG.)

IF THE ANSWERS TO
YOUR QUESTIONS ARE LESS
SCIENTIFIC, OR YOU MERELY
SEEK PEACE AND QUIET, THE HALL
OF THE NOVITIATES MAY
APPEAL TO YOU.

THE TEMPLE ARCADE IS
THE HOME OF THE IMMACULATE
CONTRAPTION, THE CITY’S MOST

o POPULAR EXPORT.
£ N
ALSO GREATLY DEVOTED IN 3/
THEIR OWN WAY, THEY DONATE I X
ALMOST ALL OF THEIR PROCEEDS '

FROM STREAMING TO THE CARE
AND FEEDING OF THOSE
WITHIN THE CITY.

THE TOURISM BOARD
WELCOMES EACH AND EVERY
NEW VISITOR TO THE CITY--

IT’S A REQUIREMENT. EACH VISITOR
MEETS WITH CITY CUSTOMS AND
1S ASSIGNED A GUIDE.
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FIRST UNIVERSITY’S WORK
IS AT THE CUTTING EDGE
OF PHENOMENOLOGY.
2 THE SCIENTISTS OF THE
= HEMLOCK CONSORTIUM ARE
A < AT THE EDGES OF PHENOMENON
- o 5| RESEARCH, LED BY THER
, = PROVOST, DR. SAIRA LAL.
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING TO %
PROBE THE POSSIBILITIES OF N7 4
THE BEYOND AND ALL THE WiLD P [ ay
POSSIBILITY THE PHENOMENON [ ;
HAS TO OFFER, THE FOLKS AT ‘THE \ i\
LOCK’ ARE HAPPY TO HELP. \\I' — ;

MORE CONCERNED WITH DEVOTION

THAN DATA, THEY SEEK SIGNALS
MANY OF US HAVE LONG DISMISSED.

TOURISM BOARD ———

ANYONE CAN BE YOUR
POTENTIAL GUIDE, FROM THE
GREENEST OF OUR INTERNS...
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.. TOME! M
AMBROSE SOMERSET,
RECENTLY-ELECTED DIRECTOR
\  OF THE CITY TOURISM

WHEN IT COMES TO THE
PHENOMENON, WE LEAVE IT TO
THE OTHERS TO ANSWER THE

BIG QUESTIONS--WE’LL HANDLE YOUR

QUESTIONS, THE ONES ABOUT THE

CITY. EVEN IF YOU'RE ONLY

ON A META-TOUR!

WE AT THE TOURISM
BOARD ARE EAGER TO BE A
PART OF THE CITY--TO LEARN,
TO CHANGE, OR JUST TO BE
A HELPING HAND.
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WHEN THE PHENOMENON
APPEARED ABOVE OUR HEADS, &=
THE WORLD CHANGED. £

WE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT
N WAS HAPPENING, BUT AS TIME
WENT ON, OUR FEARS FADED. NOT
HAVING ALL THE ANSWERS EXCITED
US LIKE FEW THINGS HAVE
INHUMAN HISTORY.
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ME
HERE TO STUDY, AND OVER TIME
THE CITY FORMED AROUND THOSE
DEVOTED TO THE ANSWERS.

THAT MAKES THIS--
THE MOST EXCITING PLACE
IN THE ENTIRE WORLD!

WE'D LOVE
YOU TO JOIN




...WHAT WOULD YOUR
GIRLFRIEND HAVE TO SAY
ABOUT THAT?

MOTHER, SHE IS HAPPY
WHEN T DO ANYTHING THAT
IMPLIES T HAVE A PULSE.
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ARE YOU HEADED B lo™ —_J I’D RATHER
OUT AGAIN? STAY, BUT-- = | WHY DON’T YOU
- » _ AND NAOM! 6O STAY
| : )

" OU'LL POWER
THROUGH IT
SOMEHOW.
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SOMEWHERE NICE FOR

““ \ AFEWDAYS?  f——

\ N e

" INABIT. DADDY AND 3 . R

T HAVE TO SPEND AT LEAST ¥

TWO WEEKS AT THE SYDNEY \ THE PLANTS.

PROPERTY OR IT’S A WHOLE
MESS FOR TAXES.

/ —-WE'VE GOT
A HELP TO WATER
THE PLANTS.

r,,

 (oH AMELIA, |
i\ DONT.
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THEN BRING HER
HERE! SHE’S GOOD

FORYOU. St
i

T WANT TO USE

THE PEACE AND
QUIET TO GET SOME
STUFF DONE--

T KNOW YOU GET ™\

UNCOMFORTABLE WHEN 1
WORK FROM YOUR PLACE, BUT
T HAVE TO DO SOMETHING TO

FEED AND CLOTHE THIS

BODY OF MINE.
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OH STOP,
YOU'RE THIRTY.

AND YOU MIGHT

BE A LITTLE HAPPIER

ABOUT IT, YOU KNOW.
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Warning:

Y o€
TYNEG.
- Ao yov yet
yov do. Ake tne
Aeoc ypeev, payPe. T

Ypeev, But TNIC OIAA Be U
avd entte pop vow.

--ONCE UPON A TIME
WE HAD REASON TO BELIEVE
YOU WOULDN'T LIVE
THIS LONG.

OH, THAT’S N\
NICE OF YOU, g =
MOM.
SORRY T DODGED
MY EXPIRATION
DATE.
YOU KNOW
THAT’S NOT WHAT -~ (/\
T MEAN.
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‘ S0 ARE YOU GOING
TO FREAK OUT IF T LOG
IN AND START DOING THIS
NOW? THEY’RE NOT GOING TO
SWAT THE PLACE OVER ONE

LITTLE ARCHIVE DIVER.




BUT THEY
TRACK IT--

/— WARNING!

The archives you are about to
access contain highly sensitive personal
data and are to be accessed only by their

legal owner, or by LAW ENFORCEMENT
with a warrant.

Those who access data for personal use
do so at their own risk and are limited to
their accessing their own data only.
For privacy reasons, only law enforcement are
permitted to access the private and secure
information of individual archives of others.

Viclations may constitute a fe MOM
and are punishable by fines of ’
to $5,000,000 and 25 years in priso

c.2012 I HAVE
EXPLAINED
THIS A DOZEN
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WHEN THE SECURITY
NIGHTMARE THAT WAS SOCIAL
MEDIA GOT SHUT DOWN, IT GOT
SHUT DOWN HARD. COMPANIES WERE |
FORCED TO RETURN THEIR COLLECTED |
DATA TO PEOPLE--WHO DON’T
KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH IT.

MOTHER, PLEASE,
I AM THE FARTHEST

THING POSSIBLE FROM
A HACKER.

—

AND IF THEY’RE
GOING TO COME
AFTER ANYONE...
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BE ME.

THIS 1S THE
O ARCHIVE [ AUNCH PA PAR&(\;:AE RQS‘ULT_E“ =
TTTT] ]
USERNAME l LIGHTNINGFIELD21 I s -F YOU’RE NOT
—— THE SORT OF PERSON
PASSIORD WITH A WARRANT, THE BEST

WAY TO ARCHIVE DIVE 1

TO JUST BE YOURSELF.

‘ —]
OPEN UP THE ARCHIVES
AND FIND THE GHOSTS OF
THOSE OLD SOCIAL
MEDIA PAGES. —
TRY...TRY--
'4
g — --T0 NOT GET O
7/ \ DISTRACTED BY
[£ THE PAST.
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S OH GOODNESS,
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EVEN WITHOUT THOSE
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GLASSES ON T RECOGNIZE
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THATPAGE. A

SOMEWHERE OVER THE

YOU AND YOUR LITTLE :
BEST FRIEND DRE WERE ON 7 il | | (g =
THAT THING NONSTOP BACK f —
IN THE DAY. ALL ONLINE. DID >, -
YOU EVER END UP MEETING /
HER IN PERSON?
O Y

= | @DRE WOODROW

T = ... WHAT?
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O VOXPOP FANPAGE LOGIN AN O
N\
THIS USER'S ARCHIVE < /
HAS BEEN DELETED /T 1\ y —
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THERE’S ONLY ONE :
REASON AN ARCHIVE ~—{ /2 f
GETS DELETED. / V J
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{ YOU'RE S0 SENSITIVE,
. AMELIA, T SWEAR.
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S0 WHY DO
WE HAVE TO
DO THIS?

IT’S A LEGAL |
THING. WHEN SOMEONE |
DIES, THEIR ARCHIVE HAS

TO BE DELETED. &

IT’S DONE AUTOMATICALLY
IN ALMOST EVERY COUNTRY.
YOUR CERTIFICATE OF DEATH POPS
UP IN SOME SYSTEM AND YOUR
ARCHIVE GETS DELETED
BY THE GOVERNMENT.

BUT WE'RE NOT
A COUNTRY...
— <

HAS TO BE TURNED
OFF MANUALLY?
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YOU FIRST UNIVERSITY  Y\pumieuiouh ALY LS 88 N
TYPES WERE JUST RICH, BUT  /alietieteiali “‘\_-\m
YOU'RE SMART TOO! ———
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THEY CAN'T GIVE
ACCESS TO ANY DOTTERING

e
f THE BLACK TOWER
IS FULL OF THE WORLD’S

MOST SENSITIVE INSTRUMENTS
\ AND POWERFUL RECEIVERS.
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YEAH, CAN'T LET

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
KIDS RUINIT.

B WELL SAYONARA,
MISS MA’AM.

TERMINATION DATA
RECEIVED.

DELETE ARCHIVE?
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HAVE A LITTLE
» KID.

\ RespecT THIS ACTION

CA.IbT BE REVE‘R‘SEa
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” DRE WOODROW
DECEASED, HOMICIDE




answers are in the city....
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